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But when the plan of a campaign against the Dardanelles
emerged, Russia was no longer satisfied with these vague
promises. The idea of such a campaign was suggested by
Russia herself early in January, 1915. Hard pressed by the
Turks on the Caucasian front, an attack on the Dardanelles
was suggested as a means to distract the attention of the
Turks. But in the hands of British naval and military ex-
perts, the plan as evolved contemplated not a mere demon-
stration to relieve Turkish pressure on one of Russia's fronts,
but occupation of the Straits and the reestablishment of the
line of communication between the Western Allies and
Russia. The plan in this form was received with ill-con-
cealed suspicion by many in Russia, although both the Brit-
ish and the French urged and expected the cooperation of
Russian naval and military forces, which cooperation the
Russians felt unable to offer.43 This suspicion was height-
ened when England proposed to enlist the active participa-
tion of Greece. Fearful of Greek ambitions and apprehen-
sive of the question of prestige involved in Greek troops
entering Constantinople while the Russians would be ab-
tion with Sir Edward Grey, Constantinople et les Detroit*, Vol. I,
No. XVTII, p. 144; dated Nov. 13, concerning his conversation with
King George V, ibid., No. XXI, p. 148; the memorandum of the British
Embassy at St. Petersburg to Sazonow, dated November 14, ibid.. No.
XXIII, p. 151. The French Government assured Russia even before
Turkey's entry into the war of its support of Russian claims in the
Straits; see Izvolski's report to Sazonow, dated October 13, 1914, Stieve,
op. cit., p. 247.
^Some Russian military leaders apparently doubted the possibility,
from the military point of view, of Russia's then realizing her historic
ambition in the Straits. See the review of correspondence between
Sazonow and Prince Kudashev, the representative of the Russian For-
eign Office at Army headquarters in Florinsky, "A Page of Diplomatic
History: Russian Military Leaders and the Problem of Constantinople
during the War," Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 44, pp. io8ff. (1929),

